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1. PROJECT BACKGROUND 

Biomed Projects and Supplies (Pty) Ltd proposes to conduct prospecting activities for 

Chrome and Platinum Group Metals (PGMs) on the: 

Farm DE RUST 478 JQ Portions:  

RE/11, RE/16,19, RE/123, RE/24,64,155,160,163,216,217, and 

 

Farm HARTEBEESFONTEIN 445 JQ Portions: 

02, 08, 18, 20, 21, 22, RE/23, RE/25, 30, 31, 32, 33, 36, 37, 41, 51, 98,1 00, RE/137, 148, 

177, 178, 187, 188, 199, 209, 238, 239, 246, 268, 271, 272, 278, 338, situated in the 

Magisterial District of Madibeng, North-West Province. 

 
Biomed Projects and Supplies (Pty) Ltd has lodged an application for a prospecting right with 
the Department of Mineral Recourses and was given the following reference  
NW 30/5/1/1/2/13063 PR. 
 
In terms of the Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act (Act No. 28 of 2002) 
and National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA), it is 
required that prior the commencement of any prospecting activities an Environmental Impact 
Assessment should be undertaken in line with NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment 
Regulations (Government Notice (GN) No. R 327) as amended on the 07 April 2017. 
 

2. PROJECT LOCATION 

The proposed prospecting activities will be undertaken on Farm De Rust 478 JQ and Farm 
Hartebeesfontein 445JQ, covering an aerial extent of 3308.26 Hectares (ha). The proposed 
activities will include both invasive and non-invasive phases that will take place within a 
period of 5 years. 
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Figure 1: Locality map of proposed prospecting area.
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3. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Biomed Projects and Supplies (Pty) Ltd intends to prospect for Chrome and Platinum 

Group Metals (PGMs) and other minerals which may be found in the proposed area for a 

period of 5 years. These activities will take place on Farm De Rust 478 JQ and Farm 

Hartebeesfontein 445JQ in the Madibeng Local Municipality within the Magisterial district of 

Madibeng, North-West Province. 

 
The description of the prospecting method to be implemented is as follows. 
 

3.1 Description of Planned Non-Invasive Activities 

(These activities do not disturb the land where prospecting will take place e.g. aerial 
photography, desktop studies, aeromagnetic surveys etc.) 
 

3.1.1 Phase 1: Desktop Study: - 

Initial Phase 1 work will include the collection and interpretation of all available data (as 
extensive exploration was conducted in the proposed project area), and the compilation of a 
Geographic Information Systems database. The data to be collected will include aerial 
photos, orthophotos, aeromagnetic data, topo-cadastral maps, geological maps, historic 
exploration programmes and any other published literature and maps. The desktop study will 
aid in compiling a preliminary geological model of the area to be utilized in the planning 
geological mapping and sighting of drill holes. 
 

3.1.2 Phase 2: Geological Mapping: - 

Mapping will involve ground-thruthing the occurrence of Bushveld Complex, Rustenburg 
Layered Suite, Upper Zone lithologies within the proposed project area; as shown in 
published geological maps. The Main Zone will be the target zone as it underlies the Upper 
Zone and overlies the Critical Zone and the Lower Zone. Mapping will be completed such 
that meaningful structural and geological data may be derived from it and to confirm that the 
desktop study is accurate. 
 

3.1.3 Phase 3: Sample Analysis: - 

The drill core will be sampled where a mineralized section is intersected. The core will be 
split into two halves, with one half of the core taken for assay purposes and the other half 
being retained. Each sample will be measured and weighed, and the sample lengths will be 
recorded before dispatch for assays at a South African National Accreditation System 
(SANAS) accredited laboratory. 
 

3.1.4 Phase 4: Preliminary Economic Assessment: - 

A preliminary economic assessment is conducted to determine whether a project has the 
potential to be viable. At this stage, the mineralization, regardless of its quantity and quality, 
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is considered a mineral resource. This study is based on industry standards rather than 
detailed site-specific data. 
 

3.1.5 Phase 5: Pre-Feasibility Study: - 

pre-feasibility and feasibility studies are more detailed. By the time a decision is made to 
proceed with a prefeasibility study, a preliminary mineral resource report has been finalized 
and an ore body model demonstrating its shape, tonnes, and grade is available. A resource 
cannot be converted to a reserve unless it backed up by at least a prefeasibility study. Their 
results will show with more certainty whether the project is viable. At this point, the mineral 
resource, or a portion thereof, becomes a mineral reserve. 
 
 

3.2 Description of Planned Invasive Activities 

(These activities result in land disturbances e.g. sampling, drilling, bulk sampling, etc.) 
 

3.2.1 Phase 3 and Phase 5: Drilling: - 

Diamond drilling techniques will be utilized to prospect for mineralization across the 
Proposed Project Area. Geological, structural and geotechnical logging will be performed by 
experienced geologists to ensure appropriate and sufficient Mineral Resources estimation, 
mining and metallurgical studies. 
 

3.2.2 Phase 3: Discovery Drilling 

The results of the Phase 1 and Phase 2 will be used to assist in the ideal location of 
boreholes to be drilled. Also, since the Proposed Project Area has been previously explored, 
only fifteen boreholes will be drilled initially. The objective of the initial drilling will be to 
confirm the occurrence of the Marginal, Lower, Critical (further subdivided into Lower and Upper), 

Main and Upper zones within the proposed prospecting area. Because of the known structural 
complexity of the area in which the proposed prospecting areas is located, initial boreholes 
will be widely spaced to increase the understanding of the overall geology. The expected 
depth of the Marginal, Lower and Critical Zone will be guide by initial geological interpretation 
pre-existing data, mapping and test pitting. 
 

3.2.3 Phase 5: Resource Drilling 

 
After Phase 3 drilling, the results will be used to design a systematic drilling programme 
aimed at delineating a Mineral Resource on the Proposed Project Area. The exact number of 
boreholes will depend greatly of the results of Phase 3 drilling. However, thirty more 
boreholes will be budgeted for. This programme will be more focussed more on parts on 
which the Critical Zone was intersected. 
 

3.3 Description of pre- feasibility Studies 

(Activities in this section includes but are not limited to: initial, geological modelling, resource 
determination, possible future funding models etc.). 
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Pre-feasibility studies are detailed studies that involve the use of metrics and data specific to 
the project under consideration not standard industry methods. Pre-feasibility studies usually 
include a range of options for the technical and economic aspects of a project and are used 
to justify continued exploration, to complete the required project permitting or to attract a joint 
venture partner. The overriding aim of a pre-feasibility study is to select the preferred option, 
also known as base case scenario, for the project development. This base case scenario is 
then developed in enough detail to underpin decisions to devote any additional funds 
required to move the project through subsequent stages of development and to a final 
feasibility study. 
 
 

4. NEED AND DESIRABILITY OF THE PROJECT 

Assessment of the geological data available has determined that the area in question may 
have the proposed minerals. In order to ascertain the above and determine the nature, 
location and extent of the subject minerals within the proposed prospecting area, it will be 
necessary that prospecting be undertaken. The prospecting will also determine if there are 
any features that may have an impact on the economic extraction of the subject minerals.  
 
The minerals that will be prospected is Chrome and Platinum Group Metals (PGMs). 
A prospecting right allows a company to survey or investigate the area of land for the 
purpose of identifying an actual or probable mineral deposit. The data that will be obtained 
from the prospecting of the minerals being applied for will be necessary to determine how 
and where the minerals will be extracted and how much economically viable mineral 
reserves are available within the proposed prospecting area. 
 
Currently, South Africa is faced with an outbreak of illegal mining at a national scale which is 
associated with death of illegal miners as a result of conflict, thus mining prospecting 
activities reduces the probability of these incidents and on other hand promoting the 
sustainable and regulated exploration of natural resources in an environmentally friendly 
manner 
 
Additionally, the mineral prospecting activities will stimulate an income for the local minority 
that will be involved in the activity from site clearance, excavation to testing. The result will 
provide a gateway for the stimulation of sustainable income for local community at the 
operational stage of chrome and platinu mining. 
 
 

5. PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

This document, the Background Information Document (BID), is intended to provide 
information about the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) being undertaken for the 
proposed activities and provides: 

 

▪ An overview of the project 
▪ An overview of the legislative context and a description of the manner in which the 

EIA will be undertaken; 
▪ An indication of how Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) may become involved in 

the project; and 
▪ Contact details of the person to whom I&APs may submit their issues and concerns 

associated with the project. 
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6. ANTICIPATED PROJECT ACTIVITIES IN RELATIONS TO LISTED 
ACTIVES 

In terms of EIA Regulations 2014, published in Government Notice R324, R325, R326 and 
R327 as amended on 7 April 2017 under Section 24 (5) of the National Environmental 
Management (NEMA), the application for a Prospecting is subjected to an Application for 
Environmental Authorization. Government Notice R325, R326 and R327 schedules listed 
activities which require environmental authorization. The proposed Prospecting activities 
trigger the following activity(s)under GNR 327 which is subject to a Basic Assessment 
Report: 
 
 
Table 1: Triggered activities 

     
    ACTIVITY 

 
 DESCRIPTION 

GNR 327, activity 20, Listing Notice 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any activity including the operation of that activity 
which requires a prospecting right in terms of 
section 16 of the Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 
2002), including— 

(a) Associated infrastructure, structures 
and earthworks, directly related to 
prospecting of a mineral resource. 
(b) The primary processing of a mineral 
resource including winning, extraction, 
classifying, concentrating, crushing, 
screening or washing: 

 
But excluding the secondary processing of a 
mineral resource, including the smelting, 
beneficiation, reduction, refining, calcining or 
gasification of the mineral resource in which case 
activity 6 in listing 2 applies. 
 

GNR 327 Activity 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The decommissioning of any activity requiring – 
 

(i) a closure certificate); or 
 
(ii) a prospecting right, where the 
throughput of the activity has reduced by 
90% or more over a period of 5 years 

 

7. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (BASIC ASSESSMENT 
PROCESS) 

 
Step 1: Apply for prospecting right with the Competent Authority which is the North-West 
             Province Department of Mineral Resources. 
 
Step 2: Notify I&APs and identify issues. The BA process has been announced through an 
            advert in the Platinum Weekly Newspaper. The advert is to inform Interested &  
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            Affected Parties of the proposed project and invite them to register on the database  
            for the Basic Assessment (BA) process. Letters will be sent to Interested and  
            Affected Parties (I&AP) to register and this database will be updated through-out the  
            BA process. I&APs will be provided with a BID of the project, including a locality map  
            and a comment form. I&APs will be provided with opportunity to raise any issues of 
             concern related to the project, for inclusion in the Draft Basic Assessment Report. 

Step 3: Prepare a Consultation Basic Assessment Report and release for I&AP review. All  
             issues raised will be investigated and responded to by the BA team, with findings  
             provided in the Consultation Basic Assessment Report. This report will include an  
             issues trail and will be released for a 30 day comment period. All I&APs on the  
             project database will be notified in writing of the opportunity to comment on the  
             report, and provided with a concise summary of the Draft Basic Assessment Report. 
 
Step 4: Compile a Final Basic Assessment Report and submit to authorities. The Final Basic 
             Assessment Report, Comments and Responses Trail, will be compiled for  
             submission to the authorities for decision making. All I&APs on the project database 
             will be notified in writing of the outcome of the application, including reasons for the  
             decision and the appeal process. 
 

7.1 The objectives of the EIA Process 

 
▪ Determine the policy and legislative context within which the activity is located and 

note how the proposed activity complies with and responds to the policy and 
legislative context; 

 
▪ Describe the need and desirability of the proposed activity, including the need and 

desirability of the activity in the context of the preferred location; 
 

▪ Identify the location of the development footprint within the preferred site based on an  
impact and risk assessment process inclusive of cumulative impacts and a ranking  
process of all the identified development footprint alternatives focusing on the 
geographical, physical, biological, social, economic, heritage and cultural aspects of 
the environment; 

 
▪ Determine the nature, significance, consequence, extent, duration and probability of 

the impacts occurring to inform identified preferred alternatives; and the degree to 
which these impacts (a) can be reversed; (b) may cause irreplaceable loss of 
resources, and (c) can be avoided, managed or mitigated; 

 
▪ Identify the most ideal location for the activity within the preferred site based on the 

lowest level of environmental sensitivity identified during the assessment. 
 

▪ Identify, assess, and rank the impacts the activity will impose on the preferred 
location through the life of the activity; 

 
▪ Identify suitable measures to avoid, manage or mitigate identified impacts; and 

 
▪ Identify residual risks that need to be managed and monitored. 
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Table 2: Basic Assessment Process Flow. 

 

Phase 

   

Task 

 

Timeframe 

 

Application 

 

Submit application and supporting documents (with application 

fee). Receive acknowledgment of receipt of application (within 

10 days) 

 

10 DAYS 

 

Basic Assessment 

 

Submit Basic Assessment Report for Public Review (at least 30 

days) 

 

90 DAYS 

 

Submit Basic Assessment Report to Authorities that reflects 
incorporation of comments received (within 90 days after 
submitting application) 
 

 

Environmental 
Authorization 

 

Authorities to grant or refuse environmental authorization 
(within 107 days of receiving the Basic Assessment Report) 
 
 

 

107 DAYS 

 
Applicant to notify IAPs of EA (within 14 days) 
 

 

14 DAYS 

 

8. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

The process of public participation seeks to ensure inclusion of stakeholders and interested 
and affected parties during the process of Environmental Impact Assessment. 
 
Chapter 6, Regulations 40 – 44 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 (amended April 2017), the 
applicant is required to consult with interested and Affected Parties (I&APs). Comments 
received from the I&APs will be recorded and included in the Public Consultation and 
Disclosure Report which will be submitted to the Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) in 
the North-West Province. The public participation aims to ensure that: 
 

▪ Information that contains all the relevant facts in respect of an application is made 
available to I&APs for review. 

▪ I&AP participation is facilitated in such a manner that stakeholders are provided with 
a reasonable opportunity to comment on a proposed project. 

▪ An adequate review period is provided for I&APs to comment on the findings of the 
draft Basic Assessment Report, and draft EMPr. 
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8.1 Your responsibilities as an I&AP and how to become involved 

 
Your attention is drawn to your responsibilities as an I&AP: 
 

▪ In order to participate in this process, you must register yourself on the project 

database. 

▪ You must ensure that any comments/queries regarding the proposed project are 

submitted within the stipulated timeframes. 

▪ In terms of the EIA Regulations, 2014 (amended April 2017) you are required to 

disclose any direct business, financial, personal or other interest which that you may 

have in the approval or refusal of the application for the proposed project. 

 
On-going communication with registered parties will ensure that you will be kept informed of 
the progress of the environmental assessment process. You will be advised when 
documentation is available for review and comment. As an I&AP, your input is considered an 
important part of this process, and we urge you to become involved. 
 

8.2 How to comment 

 
▪ By responding by phone, fax, post or e-mail to the invitation for your involvement/ 

registration. 
▪ By returning the attached Comments and Registration Sheet to the relevant contact 

person. 
▪ By contacting the public participation consultants with queries or comments. 
▪ By reviewing and commenting on the draft Basic Assessment Report within the 

stipulated 30-day public review period. 
 
Your input forms a key element of the process. If you consider yourself an I&AP for this 
proposed project, we urge you to make use of the opportunities created by the public 
participation process to provide comment, raise issues and concerns which affect and/or 
interest you or request further information.  
 
Should you wish to register as an I&AP and kept informed on this project, kindly complete 
the attached registration form and return by no later than 28 February 2022 using the contact 
details below: 
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Table 3: Contact Details for Environmental Consultant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Any comments or concerns regarding this application can also be directed to the DMR (and 
a copy sent to Selahle Consultancy and Projects (Pty)Ltd) at: 
 

 

Table 4: Contact Details for DMR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selahle Consultancy and Projects (Pty) Ltd 
Person: Shonisani Selahle 

Tel: 011 026 2560  

Fax:              086 532 0398 

Email: ppp@scprojects.co.za   

Postal: P.O. Box 1059, Halfway House, 1685      

Department of Mineral Resource and Energy 

Attention: Mine Environmental Management Directorate DMR – North-West 

 

Person:  Mashudu Mokhese 

Tel:                  018 487 4300 

Fax:                018 487 4394 

DMR Ref No:  NW 30/5/1/1/2/13063 PR 

Postal:            Private Bag A1, Klerksdorp, 2570 
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REGISTRATION AND COMMENT SHEET 

 

Title_____________ Initials_______ 

 

First name and Surname 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization:  
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Capacity (e.g. Chairperson, member, etc.): 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail: 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone (work): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone (Home):__________________________________________________________ 
 
Cellular Phone: 
________________________________Fax:_____________________________________ 
 
Physical Address): 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Town (or nearest town: _________________________________Code: __________ 
 
Postal 
Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Town: _____________________________________Code__________________________ 
 
What is your main area of interest with regards to the proposed project? 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 


